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For Immediate Release 

Suspicious Death Investigation in Gunnison, Utah 

Gunnison, Utah, January 31, 2017 – The Gunnison Valley Police Department is currently investigating a 
suspicious death in Gunnison City. At approximately 0730 this morning, a call came into the Sanpete County 
Dispatch Center reporting that a body had been found in the parking lot of an LDS church, located at 80 W 
Center Street. 
 
Police responded, and secured the crime scene. The victim has been identified as 21 year old Ricardo 
Valencia of Gunnison, Utah. Mr. Valencia was currently under the supervision of the Utah Department of 
Corrections, Adult Probation and Parole Division. He had been incarcerated at the Sanpete County Jail until 
yesterday, when he was released. His family has been notified. 
 
The crime scene in the church parking lot, and another area that is being investigated, covers a large area, 
over two city blocks, requiring additional resources. Several agencies have offered their police officers and 
resources including, the Sanpete County Sheriff’s Office, the Major Crimes Task Force, Sevier County Sheriff’s 
Office, Salina City Police Department, the Central Utah Narcotics Task Force, the State Medical Examiner’s 
Office, and the Utah Department of Public Safety, and Agents from the Utah Department of Corrections, Adult 
Probation and Control. 
 
Our department, in cooperation with other law enforcement agencies, is working hard in the investigation of 
this incident. Over 30 individuals have been interviewed by police and a search warrant has been served on a 
residence in Gunnison. 
 
After conducting our preliminary investigation, we believe the following: 

 
The victim had attended a party on the 100 North block of Gunnison city, where alcohol and possible 
illicit drugs were being used. The victim became involved in a confrontation with others at the party and 
was told to leave. As he left the house it was reported that he punched through a glass window, 
causing the victim to receive a serious laceration to his arm, near the brachial artery, causing severe 
bleeding. The victim, believed to be intoxicated, left the residence where the party and left on foot. As 
the victim was bleeding severely from his injury, it is suspected that he passed out from the loss of 
blood in the LDS parking lot. A blanket was found near the victim that he may have used in an attempt 



to control the bleeding. He is believed to have died from a combination of blood loss and exposure to 
the elements in the cold weather. 

 
Not all information is being released at this time, pending the ongoing investigation. Additional details will be 
released as the investigation allows. 
 
If members of the public have any information that may be of interest to this investigation, they are encouraged 
to contact the Gunnison Valley Police Department at 435-835-2345. 
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